/
VIEWPOINT
AND CAMPSITE

_. wamkoro Forest Trall composes of a9 km drive
on an al-weather road through besutiful agriculturad
landscapes of the Ead Usambaras  In addition, an
essy X kilometer roundHrip walk takes the vigtor to
one of the gendtic hirthplaces of the African vidlet -
now a common housgplant across the warld - and to
a hilltop with fabulous views over the Lwengera
Vdley.

If welked camping & the far end of trall is
recommended, where an opening with spectacular
Views can be found. If one choosss to gpend a night
in the fored, they are likdy to hear the ranfores life
in its ful bloom, mogt adtive a night, dusk and dawn.
An expaience surdy to remember!

—() ot time recuired is about 3 - 4 hours (with a.ca).

Amani Nature
Reser ve;

Kwamkoro Forest Trail

TRAIL GUIDE




—.he drive begins from Ameni Neture Resave

heedouarters Turn right and take the main roed
towards Kwamkoro Tea Edae and Fores. There is
a dgn for Kwamkoro Fores Sation (9 km) painting
the direction.

km: Note the dove tress Sddining the roed on
the Ieft dde

2.3 km: Asthe roed windsits way to the top of the
ridge & the village of Shebo Meza, thare 5 afine view
o Mt Mlinga (2089m) behind you to the left (eedt) and
the firg gimpse of Kwamkoro Tea Hantations aheed.

km: Natice the cardamom, black pepper ad
dove plantations on both 9des of the roed.

km: The sranting village of Mlesaiis to the left
and the site of the dld Kwarkaro savmill,

km: Cross awooden hridge and dop & the barier
to Kwarkao Tea Edae  You will have to gn the
gatekegpa's book before you @ntinue to dive dong
the valey with Lukungni River on the It Sde

km: Ignore a roed to the right leeding into tea.
Cross amdl bridge and immediady &fter tum right.
Kegp to man roed with tea on the I€ft.

O km: Reach Kwamkoro Tea Edtate offices (on
left) and tea factory (aheed on right, above roed).
Continue aheed over a amdl bridge, pessng a junction
and the factary on the rignt.  As you leave the factory
complex, the roed dimiss with tea on both Sdes ad
the Kwamkoro Forest lying beyord it.

km: Tum left off man roed, over a conaode
bridge to Kwamkoro Forest Office (Sgnpogted).
Pak a the office  If the doffices are open, plesse
introduce yoursdf to the forest officer before tting
on the tral.

—(Dhe walk begins & the Kwarmkaro Forest Office

which is repponse far the southam and westan ssdions
o the Aman Nature Resave. Walking tekes place
entirdy indoe the aonfines of the Aman Naure Resave
Aftar about a five minutes towards the forest onan
overgrown roed, you will sse a nursary down to your

right. The nursary produces for boundary planting, gap
filling, and ericheamat of indegenous pedes  The foret
dfficas will be hgppy to $ow you around duing

working hours and explain the gparations

—.he peth soon enters a forest following the dld roed. A
grdl dream isto your rigt. You will dso sse afew hig
Cephalogphaera usambaraens's (Mtambeg) on the right,
rigng up pilla-like towards the canopy.  This tdl tree is
endamic to Eagern Arc mountains

—.epah aosssabridge Kegp you ears open for bird
cdls fores hirds are natarioudy difficult to se yet essy to
hear. One of the most commonis the Clive sunird, who
ounds like a suesky whed baing aranked a different
s In the undargronth by the peth, you may dso find
some Windoarmies Rubus rogfolius They are edde You
may a0 pess ome cooonut-9zed reddish fruts of
Allanblackia suhimannii (Msambu). The ssads are egten

by budpigs and dgparsed through the forest by gat rats
and suirds They are do used to meke cooking all.

—@A) fter 2bout B mintes on the trail, you will pess a
large soedmenadf Maranthes goetzeniana (Nganga)
on the right with a thick epiphyte coeting. Further
ahead, & a sharp bend to your left, you will see a dead
trunk of the African camphorwood tree Ocotea
usambarenss. This gpedes has gopped regenerating in
the Eagt Usambara forests - leaving huge deed trurks
behind to haunt  the forest - and nobody knows why!

—©) ortince on the red for abot helf a kilometer i
you ssealabded Polystias fulva tree on yaur right
and agrdl peth to the left. Wk doan the sl peth
on the l&ft to a dream (sbout 30 m). On therodks by
the dream you will sse some svdl African vide
Saintpaulia pats You ae now a ane of the garedic
aades o this popuar house plart found aoross
Eurgoe and the Amaicas It is endamic to the Eat
Usambaras and some ather Scatteresd mountains of
the Esgas Arc - aswdl as one of the mesoats of the
aeds consavation dfats  Hesse do nat damege o
ramove ay pats of these plantd

—(B)ck on the road, & the next sharp bend to the
|eft, the track bridges the sream again. You will
enter the ramains of the Kwamkoro Arboretum,
an experimentd plantation planted between 1960-
1963, but now heavily redamed by the rainforest.
For those interested in batany, there is a posshility
for a 1.5 kilometer araular wak through the
Arbordum.  You may see the begiming of the
wak enteing the foret. The path winds
horseshoerlike bedk on the direction you came
from. It is however overgrown & parts 0 a guide
and panga are recommended.

—(Contince for ancther 1.2 km dong the dd forest
roed to reech the top of the hill with a smel deaing
This usd to be the Ste for the dd Foret Departmant
Ret House The house is now long gone, but the
oot is recommenad as acamping Ste for those
intereged in weethering a night in the ranfores. The
views from the top of the hill - over the plain to the
outh and to the West Usambera Lwengara Vdley -
aefabuous epaddly duing asunst thet fals
dredly over the vdley. And for those wishing to
reum, jud retrace the Seps beck to the car, as wel as
onward to Amen Heedquarters.




